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memories of holidays at Cowes in his mind, when
William had constituted himself ' Boss,' he felt sure
that the Queen would much regret it if she allowed him
to come. ' He would arrive also,' he said, c with an
enormous suite and would try to arrange things himself,
and endless trouble would arise.' But he need not have
disquieted himself, and he was assured that there was
not the slightest fear of her permitting it. ' It would
never do for many reasons, and the Queen is surprised
that the Empress should urge it.' l

The Empress Frederick would surely not have urged
it a month later, for another reason against it had been
added to the many that the Queen had in mind. Crete,
whose inhabitants were in the main Greek and Christian,
formed part of the Ottoman Empire, and now, when they
appealed to the Greek Government to free them from
that yoke and annex the island, King George yielded to
the popular enthusiasm and permitted the landing of
Greek troops in Crete, who attacked the Turkish garrisons:
these, on the advice of the Powers, had been much reduced
in the previous autumn. Probably King George would
have been deposed if he had refused; possibly also he
trusted too much to the value of royal relationships, for
the Greek dynasty was very well connected. He himself
was the son of the King of Denmark, and brother of the
Tsar's mother and of the Princess of Wales: his wife,
Queen Olga, was the Tsar's aunt, and the Crown Prince
Constantine had married Princess Sophy, sister of the
German Emperor and granddaughter of Queen Victoria.
But it would have been wiser of him to risk abdication
and trust to so many royal families for his reinstatement.

1 Letters III, iii. pp. 116-127.